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A b s t r a c t 

M a n finds i t se l f at t h e t h r e s h o l d o f t h e 
X X I c e n t u r y a n d o f the thi rd m i l l e n n i u m : T h e 
w h o l e h u m a n i t y faces n e w a d v a n c e s and n e w 
c h a l l e n g e s in the a r e a s o f s c i e n c e a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y . S c i e n c e and t e c h n o l o g y h a v e 
a s s u m e d a d e c i s i v e ro le in t h e soc ia l a n d 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . D e v e l o p m e n t o f 
n a t i o n s r e q u i r e s t h e a d v a n c e m e n t o f the i r o w n 
s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y . 

S p a c e t e c h n o l o g y is a f u n d a m e n t a l 
too l to a c h i e v e tha t d e v e l o p m e n t . T h r o u g h 
in t e rna t i ona l c o o p e r a t i o n t h e t r a n s f e r . o f 
t e c h n o l o g y t a k e s p l ace , w h i c h a l l o w s t h e 
i m p r o v e m e n t o f the qua l i ty o f life in 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s . 

I n t e rna t i ona l c o o p e r a t i o n in s c i e n c e 
and t e c h n o l o g y h a s d e e p e th ic a n d legal 
c o n t e n t s . In S p a c e L a w , c o o p e r a t i o n is 
c o n s i d e r e d a s a legal ob l iga t i on . 

T h e D e c l a r a t i o n o n in te rna t iona l 
c o o p e r a t i o n , a p p r o v e d b y t h e U N G A 
R e s o l u t i o n 5 1 / 1 2 2 o f 1 3 / 1 2 / 9 6 , e s t ab l i shes a 
firm bas i s t o p r o m o t e d e v e l o p m e n t and t h e 
e x c h a n g e o f t e c h n o l o g y . 

A s it w a s s t a t ed in U N I S P A C E III , t h e 
n e w p r o b l e m s tha t face s p a c e ac t iv i t i e s , b r i n g 
u p legal c h a l l e n g e s tha t d e m a n d so lu t ions . 
S u c h so lu t i ons s h o u l d b e s o u g h t o n t h e b a s i s 
o f r e s p e c t for t h e p r i n c i p l e s , d e c l a r a t i o n s a n d 

r e so lu t i ons o f t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y and 
t a k i n g in to a c c o u n t t h e n e e d s o f d e v e l o p i n g 
coun t r i e s . 

S p a c e L a w s h o u l d c o n t i n u e b e i n g the 
b a s i s u p o n w h i c h in te rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n 
b a s e s on . C O P U O S shou ld c o n t i n u e 
p r o m o t i n g t h e a d h e r e n c e o f s t a t e s t o s p a c e 
t rea t ies in fo rce , and t h e fo rmu la t i on o f n e w 
n o r m s w i th t h e v i e w o f fulf i l l ing t h e legal 
v a c u u m s . 

T h e C O P U O S , w i th b o t h o f i ts S u b -
C o m m i t t e e s , r e p r e s e n t s t h e b o d y w h e r e law, 
s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y m e e t , and its funct ion , 
in t h e s e a r e a s , m u s t b e s t r eng thened . 

T h e t r ans fe r o f t e c h n o l o g y finds its 
s u p p o r t o n in t e rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n and 
in t e rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n b a s e s i tself in e th i c 
p r i n c i p l e s c o n t a i n e d in t r ea t i e s and 
d e c l a r a t i o n s o f p r i n c i p l e s in fo rce . 

In front o r the rap id a d v a n c e m e n t o f 
s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y , it shou ld b e a d m i t t e d 
t h e ex i s t ing r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n e th i c a n d 
legal p r i n c i p l e s tha t s u p p o r t in t e rna t iona l 
c o o p e r a t i o n a n d g u a r a n t e e the t rans fe r o f 
t e c h n o l o g y in o r d e r t o s e rve t h e in t e re s t s o f 
c o m m o n p e o p l e , t ak ing in to pa r t i cu la r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e n e e d s o f d e v e l o p i n g 
coun t r i e s . 

A s J u d g e M a n f r e d L a c h s says , 
"pac i f i c c o o p e r a t i o n is p o s s i b l e , on ly i f all 
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s ta tes submi t t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e rule o f l a w in 
all i ts d i m e n s i o n s " . 

I n t roduc t i on 

At 4 3 y e a r s o f t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 
S p a c e A g e , the a d v a n c e s in the field o f 
s c i ence and t e c h n o l o g y c o n t i n u e t o surpr i se 
us every day . S c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y h a v e 
a s s u m e d a d e c i s i v e ro le in t h e e c o n o m i c and 
social p roces s . D e v e l o p m e n t o f na t ions 
r equ i r e s t h e o n e o f the i r o w n s c i e n c e and 
t e c h n o l o g y as we l l . 

In t h e field o f s p a c e ac t iv i t i e s , 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , r e m o t e s ens ing , S I G , 
and m u l t i m e d i a s e r v i c e s by sa te l l i te a re , 
a m o n g o t h e r s , t h e o n e s that h a v e a c h i e v e d 
m o r e a d v a n c e m e n t . T h e ac t iv i t i e s u n d e r t a k e n , 
in t h e na t iona l and in te rna t iona l , p u b l i c and 
p r i v a t e l eve l s , and t h e benef i t s d e r i v e d t h e r e 
f rom, a re w i d e l y k n o w n t h r o u g h - a m o n g o t h e r 
s o u r c e s - t h e U N annua l r e p o r t s and w e r e 
de s c r i be d in deta i l in U N I S P A C E III . 

D e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , m o s t o f w h i c h 
d o not h a v e s p a c e t e c h n o l o g y , h a v e a l w a y s 
l o o k e d for t h e bene f i t s d e r i v e d f rom it. In tha t 
field, the ex i s t ing inequa l i t i e s b e t w e e n 
d e v e l o p e d and d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s m u s t 
t end to r e d u c e t h e m s e l v e s b e t t e r t han to 
inc rease . 

A s M a r t i n e z P a v e z r igh t ly p o i n t s ou t , 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t e c h n o l o g y c o n s i s t s in 
pu t t ing the scient i f ic k n o w l e d g e to m a n ' s 
s e rv ice , t h r o u g h its app l i ca t i on to t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n o f g o o d s and se rv i ce s for t h e 
benef i t o f H u m a n k i n d ' 

T o ob ta in th i s , w e m u s t a p p e a l t o t h e 
r epea t ed ly i n v o k e d in te rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n , 
w h i c h , in m a n y c a s e s , h a s p r o v e d t o b e rea l , 
bu t , in o the r s , is j u s t a t e rm w i t h o u t con ten t . 
W e shou ld c o n t i n u e r e ly ing o n in t e rna t iona l 
c o o p e r a t i o n , s ince t h r o u g h it t h e t r a n s f e r e n c e 
o f t e c h n o l o g y t a k e s p l ace , w h i c h , at t h e s a m e 

t i m e , a l l o w s t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e qua l i ty 
o f life in d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s . 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n and t h e U N 

T h e t o p i c o f i n t e rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n 
h a s a l w a y s b e e n p r e s e n t in the U N s ince its 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t in 1 9 4 5 . T h e U N C h a r t e r , o n 
its a r t i c le 1/3 s ta tes , as o n e o f its P u r p o s e s : " to 
a c h i e v e in te rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n in s o l v i n g 
i n t e rna t i ona l p r o b l e m s o f an e c o n o m i c , 
soc ia l , cu l tu ra l o r h u m a n i t a r i a n charac te r . . . " . 
T h i s is t h e m a i n j u r i d i ca l ba s i s o f a p r i n c i p l e 
r e c o g n i z e d b y t h e 188 S t a t e s Par t i e s o f t h e 
major in te rna t iona l o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

T o a c c o m p l i s h tha t goa l , the U N h a s 
d e v e l o p e d severa l p l a n s and p ro jec t s . B u t , in 
o r d e r t o he lp t h e g r o w t h o f t h e n e e d e d 
co u n t r i e s , it r e c o g n i s e d tha t the c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
in m o n e y w e r e insuff ic ient and tha t 
t e c h n o l o g y p l a y e d a d e c i s i v e ro le . S ince then , 
and spec i f ica l ly in t h e s p a c e field, t h e U N 
h a s w o r k e d hard ly in p r o g r a m s o f s c i e n c e 
and t e c h n o l o g y a p p l i c a t i o n s for t h e benef i t o f 
the less d e v e l o p e d r e g i o n s o f the w o r l d . 

I n t e rna t i ona l c o o p e r a t i o n in S p a c e L a w : U N 
R e s o l u t i o n 5 1 / 1 2 2 

In S p a c e L a w , and s ince t h e O u t e r 
S p a c e Trea ty o f 1 9 6 7 , it h a s b e e n r e c o g n i z e d 
by qua l i f i ed L a t i n A m e r i c a n doc t r i ne , tha t 
i n t e rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n is a legal o b l i g a t i o n , 
tha t c o n d i t i o n s t h e lega l i ty o f e v e r y s p a c e 
ac t iv i ty , b e i n g o n e o f its m a i n p r inc ip l e s . 1 1 

C o o p e r a t i o n m u s t b e u n d e r s t o o d a s 
"ope ra t i ng t o g e t h e r " . F r o m t h e r e e m e r g e s t h e 
r igh t tha t all sub j ec t s o f i n t e rna t iona l l a w h a v e 
t o d e m a n d t ha t "ope ra t ion t oge the r " . 

In v i e w o f the i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e i s sue 
and c o n s i d e r i n g tha t t h e p r i n c i p l e e s t a b l i s h e d 
in a r t i c le I o f t h e O u t e r S p a c e T r e a t y s h o u l d 
b e e x a m i n e d t h o r o u g h l y a n d shou ld exp l i c i t l y 
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refer to d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s - s o a s they c o u l d 
h a v e a c c e s s t o t h e "bene f i t s " d e r i v e d f rom 
s p a c e t e c h n o l o g y - a n e w t h e m e w a s inc luded 
in t h e C O P U O S A g e n d a in 1 9 8 8 , p r o p o s e d by 
C h i l e and o t h e r La t in A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s : 
" C o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e legal a s p e c t s r e l a t ed t o 
t h e app l i c a t i on o f t h e p r inc ip l e that 
e x p l o r a t i o n and u t i l i s a t ion o f o u t e r s p a c e shal l 
b e ca r r ied o u t for t h e benef i t and in t h e 
in te res t o f all S t a t e s t a k i n g in to pa r t i cu la r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e n e e d s o f d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s " . 

A s it is w i d e l y k n o w n , t h e i s sue w a s 
s tud ied d u r i n g a l a rge pe r i od o f t i m e , and 
w o r k i n g p a p e r s w e r e p r e sen t ed b y d e v e l o p e d 
and d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , a s wel l , in w h i c h 
the different p o i n t s o f v i ew s u p p o r t e d by b o t h 
s ides , w e r e ref lec ted . F ina l ly , and a s a resu l t 
o f an impl ic i t c o n s e n s u s , t h e U N G A 
a p p r o v e d , in 1 9 9 6 , R e s o l u t i o n 5 1 / 1 2 2 . 

S ta r t ing f rom tha t R e s o l u t i o n , S ta tes 
r ea f f i rmed the i r c o m p r o m i s e t o p r o m o t e 
in t e rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n in t h e e x p l o r a t i o n 
and u s e o f o u t e r s p a c e w i th pac i f ic p u r p o s e s 
for the benef i t a n d in the in teres t o f all S ta t e s , 
"taking into particular consideration the 
needs of developing States". T h e g o a l s o f 
c o o p e r a t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o the R e s o l u t i o n are : 
" to p r o m o t e the d e v e l o p m e n t o f s p a c e s c i e n c e 
and t e c h n o l o g y , t o fos te r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
the S ta t e s c apac i t y a n d to faci l i ta te the 
e x c h a n g e o f k n o w l e d g e and t e c h n o l o g y "."' 

T h e R e s o l u t i o n m a k e s r e f e r ence t o t h e 
p i n i ^ i p i o a u i e q u i t y a n u m u i u a i a i j t c p i o i i ^ t . 

In U N I S P A C E III t h e r e w e r e po in ted 
ou t as o b s t a c l e s to c o o p e r a t i o n , a m o n g o thers : 
t h e b u d g e t l im i t a t i ons and t h e diff icul t ies t o 
o b t a i n financing. It w a s a l so reaf f i rmed t h e 
need o f a mul t i l a t e ra l po l i t ica l c o n s e n s u s at 
the t o p d e c i s i o n level w i t h t h e a im o f pu t t i ng 
in to p r ac t i c e t h e c o m m o n s p a c e g o a l s fixed by 
the G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y o n its R e s o l u t i o n 
5 1 / 1 2 2 . i v 

T h e r e exis t severa l d o c t r i n a i r e 
o p i n i o n s a b o u t t h e b i n d i n g v a l u e o f th i s 
d o c u m e n t . A s a n y legal t ex t , and w h e n its 
s t i pu l a t i ons a r e no t very p r e c i s e , l ike th i s 
R e s o l u t i o n , t he o p i n i o n s vary. T h e r e a r e s o m e 
a u t h o r s tha t , a n a l y s i n g t h e R e s o l u t i o n in t h e 
c o n t e x t o f the ru les o f S p a c e L a w , c o n s i d e r 
c o o p e r a t i o n h a s h a v i n g legal v a l u e v O t h e r s , 
o n t h e c o n t r a r y , c o n s i d e r t h e D e c l a r a t i o n a 
"shou ld " d o c u m e n t tha t g i v e s n o " r igh t " t o 
a c c e s s / p a r t i c i p a t i o n / s h a r e o f bene f i t s w i t h 
r e spec t to the e x p l o i t a t i o n o f o u t e r s p a c e 
r e s o u r c e s 

W h i l e it m a y b e d i s c u s s e d t h e legal 
v a l u e o f U N G A R e s o l u t i o n s , th is o n e , in 
pa r t i cu la r , refers t o a p r inc ip le tha t , as it w a s 
s ta ted , w a s a l ready ru led in the U N C h a r t e r 
and in all t h e t rea t ies tha t c o n s t i t u t e t h e 
"corpus juris spatial is". R e s o l u t i o n 5 1 / 1 2 2 
d o e s not d o bu t d e v e l o p t h e p r inc ip l e o f 
in t e rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d in S p a c e 
L a w a n d tha t h a s a l r e a d y a c q u i r e d t h e qua l i ty 
o f c u s t o m a r y l a w a n d m u s t b e c o n s i d e r e d as 
an i n s t r u m e n t tha t shou ld s e r v e as a ba s i s for 
p o s s i b l e m e c h a n i s m s o f c o o p e r a t i o n a m o n g 
na t ions . 

T h e N o r t h - S o u t h g a p 

T h e p o o r e s t c o u n t r i e s c o n t i n u e t o 
i m p o v e r i s h t h e m s e l v e s and , as a c o n s e q u e n c e , 
t h e N o r t h - S o u t h g a p c o n t i n u e s i nc r ea s ing . 

In v i e w o f th i s , it b e c o m e s n e c e s s a r y 
L U a n t i i g i n t i i n i t ; j u u i i i - J t i u u i V ^ W W J J C I a i i u n 

T h i s fact w a s r e m a r k e d in t h e G r o u p o f 77 
S o u t h S u m m i t c e l e b r a t e d in H a v a n a , C u b a , in 
apri l 2 0 0 0 . I t w a s p o i n t e d ou t tha t such a 
c o o p e r a t i o n "is an ef fec t ive i n s t r u m e n t for 
o p t i m i s i n g o u r poten t ia l t o p r o m o t e 
d e v e l o p m e n t t h r o u g h , a m o n g o t h e r t h ings , 
m o b i l i s a t i o n a n d s h a r i n g o f ex i s t i ng r e s o u r c e s 
and e x p e r t i s e in o u r c o u n t r i e s a s w e l l as 
c o m p l e m e n t i n g c o o p e r a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s w i t h 
d o n o r coun t r i e s . " 
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It w a s a l so r e c o g n i s e d tha t r eg iona l 
c o o p e r a t i o n and in t eg ra t ion is t h e m o s t 
mean ingfu l a p p r o a c h for the S o u t h to face 
t h e c h a l l e n g e s o f g loba l i sa t ion a n d t a k e full 
a d v a n t a g e o f i ts oppor tun i t i e s . 

T h e p r e v a i l i n g g a p b e t w e e n t h e N o r t h 
and S o u t h in t h e scient i f ic a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
field is still g r o w i n g , a n d tha t is w h y 
d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d faci l i ta te t h e 
t ransfer o f t e c h n o l o g y , e a s i n g t h e cos t s and 
col la tera l c o n d i t i o n s tha t p resen t ly s tand in 
this way . 

T h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e S o u t h S u m m i t 
exp res sed t o b e d e e p l y c o n v i n c e d o f t h e n e e d 
to c rea te a n e w spiri t o f i n t e rna t iona l 
coope ra t i on b a s e d o n t h e p r inc ip l e o f 
a c h i e v i n g sha red bene f i t s bu l a lso b a s e d o n 
c o m m o n bu t d i f fe ren t ia ted r e spons ib i l i t i e s , 
b e t w e e n t h e d e v e l o p i n g and indus t r i a l i sed 
coun t r i e s . 

It w a s a l so s ta ted tha t t h e U N h a s a 
cent ra l ro le t o p lay in t h e p r o m o t i o n o f 
in te rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n , t r a n s f o r m i n g 
in te rna t iona l e c o n o m i c r e l a t i ons to m a k e t h e m 
m o r e fair and equ i t ab l e . 

D e v e l o p e d coun t r i e s , for the i r par t , 
r e c o g n i s e this s i tua t ion . In t h e r ecen t G 8 
S u m m i t M e e t i n g , it w a s s ta ted: "...it is 
n e c e s s a r y t o lead t h e m o s t d i s a d v a n t a g e d 
c o u n t r i e s t o t h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l r a c e so a s t o 
avo id the i nc r ea s ing o f t h e g a p tha t s epa ra t e s 
the N o r t h f rom t h e S o u t h , g e n e r a t i n g in t h i s 
w a y , n e w and d e e p e s t i nequa l i t i e s " . v u 

T h e s e s t a t e m e n t s a re fully a p p l i c a b l e 
t o s p a c e ac t iv i t ies tha t c a n n o t b e c o n s i d e r e d 
i so la ted f rom t h e in te rna t iona l con tex t . 

N o b o d y d i s c u s s e s a b o u t t h e p r inc ip l e 
o f in te rna t iona l c o o p e r a t i o n . I t is r e c o g n i s e d 
in severa l in te rna t iona l legal i n s t r u m e n t s , and , 
in the s p a c e field, a s it w a s s ta ted , is 
c o n s i d e r e d as a legal o b l i g a t i o n s ince t h e 
a p p r o v a l o f t h e O u t e r S p a c e Trea ty . 

H o w e v e r , w i t h o u t a pol i t ica l wi l l t o 
p e r f o r m it, t h e p r inc ip l e b e c o m e s d e a d let ter . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , it is no t on ly n e c e s s a r y 
t h e pol i t ica l wi l l o f t h e in t e rna t iona l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s o r o f t h e d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , 
bu t a l so t h e o n e o f t h o s e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 
tha t l o o k for coope ra t i on . T h a t m e a n s , t h e 
p r o c e s s shou ld b e g i n at t h e d o m e s t i c level , 
w h e r e sc ien t i s t s and t e c h n i c i a n s m u s t 
c o n v i n c e t h e po l i t i ca l a c t o r s a b o u t t h e n e e d 
and the use fu lnes s o f c o u n t i n g wi th ce r t a in 
t oo l s tha t cou ld he lp t h e e c o n o m i c and socia l 
g r o w t h . In the s a m e w a y , t h r o u g h e d u c a t i o n it 
is n e c e s s a r y tha t fu ture g e n e r a t i o n s l ea rn 
a b o u t s p a c e t e c h n o l o g y and b e c o m e a w a r e o f 
t h e bene f i t s d e r i v e d t h e r e f rom. T h e nex t s tep 
is t o en te r t o t h e in t e rna t iona l a r e n a to l o o k 
for poss ib i l i t i e s t o t a k e profit f rom t h e 
benef i t s b r o u g h t by the s p a c e tool a n d for 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o ge t t r a ined in the i r u s e . V l " 

L a t i n A m e r i c a v i s -à -v i s i n t e rna t iona l a n d 
r eg iona l c o o p e r a t i o n 

In t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n r e g i o n , 
i n t e rna t iona l s p a c e c o o p e r a t i o n h a s i nc reased . 
T h e r e a re f ie lds in w h i c h th i s c o o p e r a t i o n is 
a l r eady u n d e r w a y a n d o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , 
t h e r e a re p ro jec t s in w h i c h t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e 
a rea , shou ld t ry t o pa r t i c ipa te . 

M o r e speci f ica l ly , in S o u t h A m e r i c a , 
severa l c o u n t r i e s h a v e a c h i e v e d s ign i f ican t 
a d v a n c e s in t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s p a c e 
t e c h n o l o g y . T h i s m a k e s p o s s i b l e a 
p r o g r e s s i v e r e g i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n in t h i s a rea , 
a c c o r d i n g to and c o m p l e m e n t i n g t h e 
in t eg ra t ion i s t ob j ec t i ve s e s t ab l i shed in t h e 
M e r c o s u r T r e a t y . , x 

T h e T r e a t y o f A s u n c i o n , and its 
P r o t o c o l s o f O u r o P r e t o ( 1 7 / 1 2 / 9 4 ) a n d 
M o n t e v i d e o ( 1 5 / 1 2 / 9 7 ) a b o u t t h e M e r c o s u r , 
t h e A c t i o n P l a n a n d t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f P u n t a 
del E s t e , a p p r o v e d in t h e I I I S p a c e 
C o n f e r e n c e o f t h e A m e r i c a s x , a s wel l a s t h e 
U N G A R e s o l u t i o n 5 1 / 1 2 2 , i m p o s e all t h e 
S t a t e s i n v o l v e d tha t , b e s i d e s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
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o f the i r na t iona l ac t iv i t i e s , t hey s h o u l d 
c o n s i d e r p ro jec t s that p r o m o t e an e x t e n s i v e 
r eg iona l c o o p e r a t i o n in s p a c e m a t t e r s X 1 

U r u g u a y , for i ts par t , m a y s tudy a n 
e v e n t u a l pa r t i c ipa t ion in p r o j e c t s o f t h e E S A 
and Spa in , a l r e a d y u n d e r w a y , and c o u l d t a k e 
a d v a n t a g e o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s offered b y t h e 
E U . x i i 

Afte r t h e III C E A , U r u g u a y a s s u m e d 
t h e P r o - T e m p o r e Secre ta r i a t ( P T S ) w i th t h e 
a im o f p r o m o t i n g the p r o g r a m m e s o f 
mul t i l a t e ra l s p a c e c o o p e r a t i o n and p e r f o r m i n g 
the f o l l o w - u p o f the p ro jec t s e n d o r s e d by t h e 
C o n f e r e n c e . X 1 " 

T h e P T S fos te red t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t in 
1998 o f t h e A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e in S p a c e 
T e c h n o l o g y ( C A T E ) c o m p o s e d by 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f na t iona l o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
l i nked w i th t h e s t u d y and u s e o f s p a c e 
t e c h n o l o g y . I t s g o a l s a r e , a m o n g o the r s , t o 
e x a m i n e t h e s i tua t ion o f t h e different u s e r s o f 
s p a c e t e c h n o l o g y and t o c o o r d i n a t e t h e 
a c t i o n s o f t h e s ta te in t h e field o f s p a c e 
t e c h n o l o g y a s wel l a s to submi t to t h e 
E x e c u t i v e P o w e r t h e bas i s for t h e fu ture 
e l a b o r a t i o n o f a N a t i o n a l S p a c e P l a n that 
shou ld l o o k for t h e bes t w a y o f u t i l i s ing tha t 
t e c h n o l o g y a c c o r d i n g t o na t iona l rea l i ty . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e m u s t t a k e t h e g rea t e s t 
a d v a n t a g e o f t h e in t e rna t iona l a g r e e m e n t s tha t 
offer t e chn ica l a n d sc ient i f ic c o o p e r a t i o n , so 
as t o h a v e e x p e r t s tha t m a y c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e 
be s t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the s p a c e i s sues , fact 
tha t c o u l d e n a b l e t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e f ixed 
ob j ec t i ve s . 

A s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f th i s , t h e 
C o m m i t t e e p r o m o t e d t h e projec t 
C R E P A D U R ( C e n t r e for t h e R e c e p t i o n , 
P r o c e s s , F i l e a n d D i s s e m i n a t i o n o f D a t a f rom 
t h e E a r t h O b s e r v a t i o n - U r u g u a y ) tha t is 
f i nanced by t h e S p a n i s h A g e n c y o f 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o o p e r a t i o n ( A E C I ) a n d c o u n t s 
w i t h t h e t echn ica l s u p p o r t o f t h e N a t i o n a l 

I n s t i t u t e o f A e r o n a u t i c a l T e c h n i q u e ( I N T A ) 
o f Spa in . 

T h i s u n d e r t a k i n g is a n i m p o r t a n t s tep 
b e c a u s e it is t h e resul t o f d o m e s t i c 
c o o p e r a t i o n w h i c h m e a n s that t h e p r o c e s s w a s 
g i v e n f rom ins ide t o ou t s ide . 

T h i s wi l l m e a n , for c o u n t r i e s l ike 
U r u g u a y , t h e poss ib i l i ty o f c o u n t i n g w i t h a 
m e c h a n i s m tha t a l l o w s t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f 
t h e poss ib i l i t i e s g i v e n by s p a c e t e c h n o l o g y as 
a w a y to r each d e v e l o p m e n t . 

It m a y b e a d d e d tha t , o u r coun t r i e s , 
m o r e speci f ica l ly S t a t e s P a r t i e s o f t h e 
M e r c o s u r , faced w i t h t h e a r r iva l o f t h e 
I n f o r m a t i o n Soc ie ty shou ld c o n t i n u e 
in t ens i fy ing t h e u s e o f t e c h n o l o g i e s o f 
i n f o r m a t i o n a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i th the a im 
o f a c h i e v i n g a n eff ic ient , e q u i t a b l e and 
su s t a inab l e d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e a c c e s s t o 
i n f o r m a t i o n t o a c q u i r e a n d app ly k n o w l e d g e 
is a c o m m o n d e n o m i n a t o r t o r each th is 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 

In t h e X X I cen tu ry , t h e c h a r a c t e r and 
ve loc i ty o f t h e p r o c e s s o f in t eg ra t ion in the 
r e g i o n will b e m a i n l y def ined by t h e w a y in 
w h i c h the c o u n t r i e s c o o p e r a t e so as to c r ea t e a 
k n o w l e d g e e c o n o m y . X 1 V 

E t h i c s a n d L a w 

T h e in t e rna t iona l s y s t e m , in w h i c h 
m o s t o f t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e w o r l d t a k e par t , 
h a v e e s t ab l i shed a set o f p r i n c i p l e s t o w h i c h 
t h e s ta tes h a v e a d h e r e d t o , w h e n s u b s c r i b i n g 
the P u r p o s e s and P r i n c i p l e s o f t h e U N 
C h a r t e r . F r o m t h e m t h e r e m a y b e infer red a 
se r ies o f e t h i c and legal p r i nc ip l e s . x - v 

T o d a y ' s rea l i ty s h o w s u s tha t e thical 
and lega l v a l u e s h a v e w e a k e n e d at t h e 
i n t e rna t iona l a s we l l as at t h e d o m e s t i c l e v e l . 

In r e f e r en ce t o s c i ence and t e c h n o l o g y 
in pa r t i cu la r , and as accu ra t e ly C o c c a po in t s 
ou t , e v e r y b o d y c l a im for a fast c o n f l u e n c e o f 
t h e L a w so a s t o offer t o t h e sc ien t i s t and 
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par t icu lar ly t o H u m a n k i n d a legal 
e n v i r o n m e n t w h e r e useful a c h i e v e m e n t s m a y 
p r o s p e r and the ha rmfu l o n e s a re i m p e d e d to 
d e v e l o p . " 1 

T e c h n o l o g y is a too l tha t m u s t s e rve 
t h e n e e d s o f c o m m o n p e o p l e . O n l y in th is 
w a y t h e e th ica l o r d e r tha t e m e r g e s from t h e 
s p a c e t rea t ies and p r inc ip l e s c o u l d b e 
a c c o m p l i s h e d . x v n 

It is n e c e s s a r y t o r e c o g n i s e a n e w e th ic 
in t h e S p a c e A g e , so tha t t h e p r o c e s s o f d e e p 
c h a n g e s c a u s e d b y t h e a c c e l e r a t e d sc ient i f ic-
t echno log ica l d e v e l o p m e n t , c o n v e r t s in to a 
un i fy ing e l e m e n t o f H u m a n k i n d a n d in a 
s o u r c e o f sus ta ined a n d e q u i t a b l e p r o g r e s s X V 1 " 

It is ev iden t tha t la te ly t h e L a w h a s not 
kep t p a c e wi th t h e r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s o f 
s p a c e t e c h n o l o g y . 

Sc ien t i f i c - t echno log ica l ac t iv i t i e s 
c a n n o t c o n t i n u e d e v e l o p i n g w i t h o u t legal 
ru les . It is essen t ia l t o p r e s e r v e o n e o f t h e 
ma in c h a r a c t e r s o f S p a c e L a w : an t i c ipa t ion . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , a n d f rom t h e v i e w o f 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , it is n e c e s s a r y t o 
s t r eng then t h e ro le o f C O P U O S as t h e b o d y 
w h e r e t h e s c i en t i f i c - t echno log ica l and 
sc ient i f ic- legal i s sues m e e t and a l so , for b e i n g 
t h e m a i n c e n t r e o f c o o r d i n a t i o n o f 
in te rna t iona l s p a c e c o o p e r a t i o n a x 

L a w is t h e p r inc ipa l t oo l tha t 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s o w n t o m a k e su re tha t 
s p a c e ac t iv i t i e s s e rve t h e in t e re s t s o f all s t a t e s 
and H u m a n k i n d a s a w h o l e . O n l y in t h i s w a y 
a b a l a n c e d and e q u i t a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
s p a c e ac t iv i t i e s c a n b e sa fegua rded . 

It is t o b e h o p e d tha t w h a t J u d g e 
M a n f r e d L a c h s sa id in 1 9 6 2 , w h e n h e w a s 
e lec ted a s C h a i r m a n o f t h e first m e e t i n g o f t h e 
Lega l S u b c o m m i t t e e o f C O P U O S , s e rve as a 
g u i d e t o t h e ac to r s o f t h e n e w m i l l e n n i u m : 
" L a w is c o n t r i b u t i n g t o c o o p e r a t i o n and 
sha r ing in t h e peacefu l u s e s o f o u t e r s p a c e and 
t o e n s u r e tha t t h e p e o p l e o f all c o u n t r i e s c a n 
en joy t h e socia l , e c o n o m i c and cu l tu ra l 

bene f i t s o f s p a c e s c i e n c e and t e c h n o l o g y . 
W h i l e t h e r e l a t i onsh ip b e t w e e n l a w a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y is c o m p l e x , it is c lear that the t w o 
a r ea s a r e i n s e p a r a b l e and m u s t e v o l v e 
t o g e t h e r t o e n s u r e tha t s p a c e ac t iv i t i e s 
c o n t i n u e t o s e r v e t h e in te res t s o f all s t a t es and 
o f H u m a n i t y as a w h o l e " . 
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